
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
The Curlew Sandpiper reaches the west coast of 
North America as a vagrant from Asia. The 26 
records for California through 2000 encompass 
fall, winter, and spring. But the three for San Diego 
County are all of adults early in fall migration.

Migration: One was photographed at San Elijo Lagoon 
(L7) 4 July 1981 (Binford 1985), another was seen there 
9 August 2001 (A. Mauro, M. B. Mulrooney, D. V. Blue; 
Garrett and Wilson 2003), and another was seen at the 
Santa Margarita River mouth (G4) 10 July 1996 (C. G. 
Edwards, McCaskie and San Miguel 1999). 

Stilt Sandpiper Calidris himantopus
The Stilt Sandpiper migrates largely via central 
North America in spring, the Atlantic coast in fall, 
and is rare along the Pacific coast, occurring mainly 
in fall. In San Diego County, on average, one or two 
sightings are reported per year. The Salton Sea rep-
resents the northern tip of the Stilt Sandpiper’s nor-
mal winter range, but there is only one winter record 
for San Diego County. The Stilt Sandpiper typically 
associates with dowitchers in shallow brackish or 
fresh water.
Migration: Though the Stilt Sandpiper has been reported 
from many of San Diego County’s coastal wetlands, the 
locations where it is most frequent are Batiquitos Lagoon 
(J6/J7), San Elijo Lagoon (L7), and the Tijuana River 
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valley. The sites farthest inland are Lake Hodges (K10/
K11; up to two on 15 September 1985, K. L. Weaver) 
and Lower Otay Lake (U13/U14; 22 August 1974, AB 
29:121, 1975). From 1997 to 2001 records were of one 

Sandpipers and Snipes — Family Scolopacidae	   225


